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dining there my Lord Montagul of Boughton, Mr. William Montagu his brother, the Queen's Sollicitor, &c.,'2 and a fine dinner. Their talk about a ridiculous falling-out two days ago at my Lord of Oxford's house, at an entertainment of his, there being there my Lord of Albemarle, Lynsey,3 two of the Porters,4 my Lord Bellasses, and others, where there were high words and some blows, and pulling off of perriwiggs; till my Lord Monk took away some of their swords, and sent for some soldiers to guard the house till the fray was ended. To such a degree of madness the nobility of this age is come! After dinner I went up to Sir Thomas Crew, who lies there not very well in his head, being troubled with vapours and fits of dizziness: and there I sat talking with him all the afternoon from one discourse to another, the most was upon the unhappy posture of things at this time; that the King do mind nothing but pleasures, and hates the very sight or thoughts of business; that my Lady Castlemaine rules him, who, he says, hath all the tricks of Aretin5that are to be practised to give pleasure. In which he is too able . . . , but what is the unhappiness is that, as the Italian proverb says, "lazzo dritto non vuolt consiglio." If any of the sober counsellors give him good advice, and move him in anything that is to his good and honour, the other part, which are his counsellers of pleasure, take him when he is with my Lady
1  Edward, second Lord Montagu of Boughton, succeeded his father, who had been created a baron by James I. in 1645, ancl died, January loth, 1683, leaving a son, the Hon. Ralph Montagu, afterwards Duke of Montagu.
2  William Montagu was Attorney-General to the Queen, having been appointed to that office in June, 1662.    He was appointed Lord Chief Baron of the Exchequer in  1676, but discharged  from the office by James II. in 1686 as not sufficiently subservient.    He died, 1707, aged eighty-nine years.
3  Montagu Bertie, who succeeded  as second Earl  of Lindsey in 1642.    His mother was Elizabeth, daughter of Edward Montagu, first Lord Montagu of Boughton.
4  Charles and Thomas Porter.    The latter was engaged in a fatal duel with Sir H. Bellasis;  see July 29th, August 8th and I2th, 1667.
5  An allusion to Aretin's infamous letters and sonnets accompanying the as infamous  "Postures"   engraved   by   Marc  Antonio  from  the designs of Julio Romano  (Steinman's " Memoir of Barbara, Duchess of Cleveland," privately printed, 1871). that occasion on April 8th, he may not be right as to this.                                                            P
